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1 August 2019 

 

NEWSLETTER NO 9 OF 2019 

 

Dear Parents and learners, 

 

Today Rand College commemorates and remembers Mr de Beer, our founding principal who passed 

away a year ago. 

 

A number of our alumni decided to commemorate the day by painting a mural of a wolf that 

symbolizes the values that Mr de Beer exhibited. 

 

The following is an extract from the alumni regarding the origins of the mural: 

 

Today, a year ago we woke up to the devastating news that our beloved principal, Mr Willie de Beer, had 

passed away. This year to commemorate Mr de Beer’s memory on the anniversary of his passing the 

school was keen to create some art.  

 

Once some of our Rand Alumni heard about 

this, they insisted they be allowed to 

contribute something – so that future 

learners would have a small glimmer into the 

sort of man Mr de Beer was, and the sort of 

school he nurtured.  

 

After much talk the learners decided they 

wanted to create a mural of Mr de Beer’s 

spirit animal – the characteristics that made 

him more than just a man, or a loving 

teacher or even a companionate leader. They 

wanted his essence to be displayed. Their 

choice was the wolf, in lots of vibrant colours. 

The mural will hopefully be completed by the 

end of August.  

 

The wolf symbolizes protection, loyalty, 

intelligence, courage and strength. Wolves 

are typically social creatures that take care of 

their pack, they teach the young to hunt and 

protect the weak.  

 

These are qualities that Mr de Beer embodied. He called the kids ‘Sunshine’ even on their stormiest days; 

he treated them with compassion, even when they didn’t reciprocate. He bravely fought for the best 

interest of every learner and encouraged them to always do their best.  Hopefully this bit of colour will 

inspire future learners to exemplify some of these wonderful qualities. 
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While there is still some work to be completed on the mural, the product is near complete and I have 

included a photograph of the mural so our parents can see what the learners have created.  My thanks 

to all the past learners involved in this project for honouring Mr de Beer’s memory.  

 

ALUMNI NEWS 

 

I received correspondence from Thabo Ramaano this week.  

Thabo was our deputy headboy from the class of 2014.  The 

really exciting news was to hear that Thabo will graduate with 

a BSc in Mathematical Science from the University of 

Johannesburg later this year.  Thabo is majoring in 

Mathematics and Computer Science.  He intends to apply for 

his Honours in these fields and we would like to wish him 

every success.  Thabo received an award from the University 

of Johannesburg for placing in the top 1% of achievers in his 

field of study in 2017.  It is heartening to note that Rand is 

making a difference in the Mathematical field where our 

country experiences huge skill shortages. 

 

Thabo joins a growing list of past learners who continue to 

make huge strides in various fields across many universities in 

South Africa. 

Thabo Ramaano – Class of 2014 

 

 

PARENT INTERVIEWS 

Parents, we wish to remind you that we will hold parent interviews on Wednesday, 7 August from 

12:00 until 15:00. 

 

Certain parents will receive letters requesting that you attend the interview sessions.  Please make 

every effort to attend if you receive such a letter.  If you cannot make the interview session, please 

contact Mrs Wyer on 011-618-3331 to book a time when you can meet with the teachers.  You will 

receive a letter to attend if we are concerned about your child’s progress and need to map out a 

strategy ensure that your child progresses at the end of this year. 

 

If you do not receive such a letter, but still wish to see your child’s teacher or teachers, you will be 

most welcome to come through and see the staff. 

 

BOOK DISPLAY 

A reminder of the Readers Warehouse book sale at the school on the 6th and 7th August in the school 

hall.  Children will be able to purchase books at an excellent price from them then.   Readers 

Warehouse has agreed to make a donation to the school of books equal to 10% of the sales they 

make on the two days.  This will be used to purchase new books for our library. 

 

GRADE 12 WINTER SCHOOL 

A reminder that the Grade 12 Winter School programme has been published on the school’s website 

and emailed to all Grade 12 parents as well. 

 

CIVVIES DAY 

The children will have a civvies day on the last day of the term and may come to school dressed in 

casual dress. 
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LEARNERS LEAVING RAND COLLEGE 

In terms of the School Fee Contract all families intending to leave Rand Schools at the end of the year, 

are required to provide a full term’s notice.  Therefore, if you are planning to take your child to another 

school at the end of 2019, we will require notification on or before Thursday, 8 August 2019.  Please 

send such notice to me, either by e‐mail to bharris@randschools.co.za or by fax 086‐618‐0886 or you 

can send a letter with your child addressed to me. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE SECOND TERM: 

DATE & TIME: EVENT: WHO DOES IT APPLY TO: 

 

7 August  Parent Interviews 12:00 to 15:00 Invited Learners, Parents & Staff 

8 August Civvies day 

School closes for the 2nd Term 

@ 11:00 

All Learners, Parents & Staff 

10 August to 6 September Gr 12 Winter School All Gr 12 Learners 

31 August Matric Farewell All Gr 12 Learners & Parents 

10 September to 1 October Prelim exams All Gr 12 Learners & Parents 

11 September Third term starts All Gr 8 to 11 learners, parents 

and staff 

 

CYCLE TESTS 

Please take note of the cycle test schedule which is provided below for this term.  Learners are 

expected to be well prepared for these tests. 

 

The cycle test timetable for the whole year can be accessed on the school’s website which is found on 

www.randschools.co.za under 2019 newsletters. 

 
 Date  Gr 8  Gr 9  Gr 10  Gr 11  Gr 12  

15 TO 26 JULY  JULY EXAMS 

2 Aug  EMS: Business  Technology  English  Maths/Maths 
Lit  

Afrikaans/Zulu  

8 Aug  Technology  Creative Arts  Math/Math Lit  Afrikaans/Zulu 
/French  

English  

 

THIRD TERM 

A reminder that the third term starts on the 11th September 2019. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Harris 

Executive Headmaster 

 

http://www.randschools.co.za/

