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NEWSLETTER NO 15 OF 2021                                                                    21 October 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Learners and Staff, 

 

“Time is a treasure not to be wasted, not to be lived without its own morsel of growth” – RA 

Twerski 

 

Warm welcome back to our learners, parents and staff as we start the last stretch of the year.  

The next few weeks are very demanding and a busy time in our school.  I would like to wish 

our learners and staff strength as we tackle the weeks that lie ahead. 

 

NSC GRADE 12 EXAMS 

This week marked the start of the final IEB exams for the Grade 12 learners.  The Grade 12’s 

will be writing exams until the end of November and we take this time to wish them well in 

their studies for these exams.  I know that they will do us well. 

 

GRADE 12 FAREWELL 

We held a valedictory assembly for the Grade 12’s on the 7th October to firstly, say our 

goodbyes to what has been a very hardworking group of children.  Secondly, we also 

acknowledged the hard work that has gone into their academics by awarding them prizes for 

their achievements.  Finally, the Grade 12’s got to ring the bell for the final time as a sign of 

their departure from our school.  I would like to extend my thanks to the Grade 12 parents 

that were able to attend this function. 

 

This then was followed up with the Farewell Dinner that was held at the Holiday Inn 

Sunnyside Park on the 15th October.  I hope to publish some photographs of the function in 

the next newsletter.  The children looked absolutely fantastic and the feedback received was 

that they had a thoroughly good time at the function.  I would like to extend my thanks and 

appreciation to the staff that worked tirelessly to organise and prepare for this function. 

 

ONLINE SCHOOLING 

A couple of our parents have enquired whether we have an option to do online schooling 

instead of contact teaching.  In order to answer this question, parents need to understand 

that any school in South Africa needs to be registered with Umalusi in order to be granted a 

licence to offer schooling. 

 

At this stage, no legislation exists that allows for online schools to be registered with Umalusi.  

Umalusi is the body that issues the Grade 12 senior certificate to Grade 12 learners who 

complete their Grade 12 year.  As the current legislation stands, this means that none of the 
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online schools are currently recognised by Umalusi to provide examinations at the Grade 12 

level. 

 

Until the legislation is developed and a process becomes available to register online schools, 

we will take a cautious approach and wait until the time is right and these schools are then 

regulated before we register as an online school. 

 

COVID-19 VACCINES 

The Health Department opened up registration for children aged 12 to 17 to register to have 

the COVID-19 Vaccine.  The database was opened up from yesterday, the 20th October. 

 

Children have the right to make up their own minds whether they would like to take the 

vaccine or not.  We would like to urge parents to have a discussion with their children around 

the vaccine.   

 

If any of our children are going to be vaccinated, I would like to urge parents to please 

arrange for this after school or during the weekend so we do not disrupt the schooling 

programme. 

 

ABSENTEEISM 

I would like to remind parents that it is the school’s policy to award a zero to a learner who 

misses a formal exam or test.  If the child is absent, they will require a doctor’s note to explain 

the absenteeism in order to be given an opportunity to write the test or exam at a later stage.  

This policy is informed by the policies of the IEB and Good Practices when assessing children. 

 

Please could I ask that parents ensure that they are following this procedure, especially as we 

enter the formal exam period from 8 November. 

 

FINAL EXAMS 

The final exams for all Grade 8 to 11 learners will commence from the 8th November and run 

until the end of the year. 

 

We have tried to schedule exams on alternate days for our children in these grades so that 

they have a day before the exam to study. 

 

The Grade 8 & 9 learners will write up to two exam sessions per day.  The first session will 

start at 08:00 and end at 10:30. They will then have a 30-minute break followed by a second 

session from 11:00 until 13:00 after which they will be dismissed. 

 

The Grade 10 & 11 learners will also write two sessions per day but please note that the first 

session will start at 08:00 and end at 11:00.  They will then have a 30-minute break followed 

by a second session from 11:30 which may end at the latest 14:30. Some of the second 

session exams may end sooner depending on the length of the paper. 

 

If Grade 10 & 11 learners are writing until 14:30, they need to be aware that they may need 

to make transport arrangements as learners in 9 and lower (including the Prep School 

Learners) will dismiss at 13:00. 
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The final exam timetable will be sent out by the end of this week, along with clear 

demarcations of what the children need to study for these exams. 

 

CYCLE TEST SCHEDULE 

This is the update on the cycle test schedule as at this week: 

 

# DATE GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 

11 20/10 Life 
Orientation 

Life 
Orientation 

History History  
 
 

STUDY LEAVE AND FINAL 
EXAMS 

12 27/10 Geography Geography Business Studies Business Studies 

13 03/11 Accounting Accounting Life Orientation Life Orientation 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

We received the following letter of thanks, from Laerskool Kempton Park acknowledging the 

community service that our Grade 12’s completed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to extend my thanks to Ms McBride for all the hard work that went into wrapping 

up the Life Orientation Portfolios for our Grade 12 learners.  
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STATIONERY AND TEXTBOOK LISTS 

We are currently finalising the stationery and textbook lists for 2022.  This will be emailed to 

parents shortly and we urge parents to please arrange to purchase these requirements in 

advance and not to leave them to the last minute 

 

ADMISSIONS 2022 

The school is currently processing admissions for the 2022 academic year.  Please remember 

that we are offering an incentive in the form of discounted school fees, to current parents 

who refer prospective parents to our school who then subsequently enrol their children with 

us. 

 

The incentive programme works as follows:  

 If you refer a child to our school and that learner remains at the school for a full 

academic year, you will receive a discount of R3000. This applies for every child you 

refer to Rand.  

 Only one parent can claim to have referred a child to the school. The parent must 

indicate on their admission form that you referred them to us. There is a place for that 

on our forms.  

 The discount will be applied to the account directly and will be included in the 

November 2022 school fee.  

 This is only for new enrolments into the school  

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Harris 

Executive Headmaster 


