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NEWSLETTER NO 12 OF 2021 

 

Dear Parents, Learners and Staff, 

 

“Take a rest; a field that has rested gives a beautiful crop” – Ovid 

 

After the unexpected changes to the school’s year programme, I would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome all our learners and staff back to school.  I hope that everyone has 

managed to rest and I look forward to a busy period as we prepare for the Gr 12 exams and 

the end of year final exams for children in Grades 8 to 11. 

 

CONDOLENCES 

I need to start off this newsletter on a rather sad note.  Several of our staff members 

experienced tragic losses over the past month. 

 

Mr van Rensburg’s partner passed away a day after the holidays began and a week ago, his 

father passed away.   Mrs Leta also lost her sister as well as 2 cousins, while Mrs Oosterlaak 

lost her brother-in-law (and a former employee at Rand). 

 

We have also heard that Mr Pantland, one of our Prep School guardians passed away this 

morning. 

 

In each case, the loss of life is tragic and I would like to extend our condolences to the 

families concerned.  We uphold every person affected in our prayers. 

 

PIT PRODUCTIONS: ASEM 

The Grade 12’s were supposed to watch the Asem presentation in the middle of July.  I will 

confirm with the organisers when we can watch the presentation. 

 

GRADE 9 SUBJECT CHOICES 

A reminder that the subject choice selection for Grade 9 learners moving into Grade 10 needs 

to be done online using the link provided in the email to Gr 9 parents.  I will send out a 

reminder to the Grade 9 parents later today. 

 

CYCLE TEST SCHEDULE 

A new cycle test schedule will be worked out and sent to learners shortly. 
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ADJUSTED PROGRAMME FOR 2021 

Due to the level 4 lockdown, we have had to adjust our broad year programme for the 

remainder of the year.  The following are the key changes that have been made: 

 

1. All Learners will attend school from today until the 3rd December 

2. Grade 12 Prelims will start on 30 August and will end 17 September 

3. Term 2 report will be issued for Gr 8 to 11 learners by 3 September 2021 

4. 20 to 24 September – Mid-term break for all learners 

5. Matric Dance will be rescheduled to coincide with the mid-term break 

6. Normal teaching for Gr 12’s resume from 27 September and the Gr 12’s will be 

expected to attend school up to and including 8 October. 

7. Grade 12 Final Exams commences 15 October 2021 although LO and Life Sciences 

Practical papers will be written in September. 

8. Grade 8 to 11’s will write final exams commencing from 10 November to finish on 1 

December. 

9. Final promotion reports will be issued on 3 December. 

 

COVID RELATED 

The delta variant of COVID is terrible from the point of view of how quickly it spreads.  We 

must remain vigilant and continue to wear masks and sanitise our hands regularly.   

 

I am pleased to report that almost every staff member at Rand has been vaccinated against 

COVID, and hopefully this will provide protection against the worst effects of the virus, 

however, we cannot presume that vaccination means you will not contract the virus. 

 

We have heard that 18-year-olds and upwards, will be allowed to register to be vaccinated 

from 1 August. (Vaccination for this age group commences 1 September.)  I would like to 

encourage our children who will be 18 years and older to consider whether they would like to 

be vaccinated and if they would like to do so, I would be prepared to give them time off to 

have the vaccination provided it does not clash with a SBA or formal NSC Exam.    

 

In the meantime, we will continue to monitor the effects of COVID on our school community 

and take the appropriate measures to keep transmission with the school to a minimum. 

 

Please remain safe and look after your safety at this difficult time. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Harris 

Executive Headmaster 


