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Newsletter No.: 9  / 2013                                      12 March 2013 
 
Dear Parents and Learners, 
 
Tuckshop: 
Please kindly take note of the new system that is being implemented at the Tuckshop. A strip letter in this 
regard was sent out on Friday 8 March. 
 
No cash will be accepted at the tuckshop. Learners are being reminded to order tuck directly from the 
tuckshop before school between 07:30-08:10. Alternatively tuck can be ordered in the mornings during 
registration. No late orders will be accepted. 
 
Netball and Soccer Clinics: 
Thank you to Mrs Shepstone and Mr George who has been running netball and soccer clinics respectively 
at school and at Hofland Park on Saturday mornings from 08:30-10:30. A special word of thanks is being 
extended to Mr George who is a parent who is kindly giving up his time in order to promote soccer at our 
school and to foster a love for the sport amongst our boys. 
 
It is certain that the students who have been attending these clinics will benefit from the extra coaching 
when the netball and soccer season officially commences. 
 
Soccer and Netball practice will commence on Monday 1st April. 
 
The u/17 and Open Netball girls will be competing in Netball Trials at St Andrews School for girls on 
Saturday the 16th March. Girls with transport problems are being urged to make proper arrangements with 
Mrs Shepstone as she has limited space in her car. A kind request is being made that parents who possibly 
can assist with transport to and from St Andrews will contact Mrs Shepstone. Your help in this regard will 
be most appreciated. 
 
Drama: 
The learners who signed up to be part of the major drama production that will be staged on the 24th and 
25th of May have already started practicing diligently. (Please note that the 24th will be an evening show 
and the 25th will be a Saturday morning show). Also kindly note that there will not be a show on Sunday 
the 26th as reported in Newsletter 1 of 2013. 
 
They will be staring in a musical revue titled “Love in Review”. Thanks and gratitude is being expressed to 
Ms Eagar and Ms Portia Nkabinde who has been assisting in the voice training of the cast members. Keep 
up the diligent effort! 
 
Swimming Gala: 
An Inter House Swimming Gala has been scheduled to take place on Wednesday the 20th March as from 
10:15-14:00. The emphasis is on participation. Able swimmers will be encouraged to swim lengths. 
Learners who are still learning how to swim are being encouraged to swim 25m widths. As the emphasis is 
on participation all learners have to compete. Learners who are not yet water safe will participate in the 
shallow end of the pool where they can stand and basically walk through the pool. 
Learners who cannot enter the water due to medical or religious reasons will assist Mrs Shepstone with 
administrative and umpiring duties. 
 
Learners will be given the opportunity to order food from the tuckshop. Learners will be given the 
opportunity to collect food from the tuckshop during break at 09:30-10:00. The grade 11’s under 
supervision of Mrs Byrne will be selling ice cream and frozen yogurt. 
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Cycle Test: 
15 March Grade 8 & 9 Natural Sciences 

Grade 10 Accounting 
Grade 11: IT/ CAT 
Grade 12: Visual Art/ Geography 

20 March Grade 8 & 9 English 
Greade 10, 11 & 12: Maths/ Mathematical Literacy 

28 March Grade 8 & 9 Mathematics 
Grade 10, 11 & 12 English 

 
The cycle test scheduled for the 20th March will be written during the first lesson of the day as from 07:50-
08:45. Learners will go straight to their register classes on Wednesday to write the test. 
After the completion of the cycle test learners will follow the normal Wednesday Week 2 timetable until 
09:30. 
At 09:30 learners will have break until 10:00. At 10:00 learners will go to their register classes where 
registration will be taken. Learners will move down to the pool escorted by their register teacher. 
The gala is scheduled to start at 10:15 and will finish at 14:00 when the attendance register will be taken. 
Students will be walked back to school at 14:00 and will be able to catch their normal transport home at 
14:30. 
 
Human Rights Day: 
We wish all our parents and learners a safe and happy Human Rights Day on the 21st March. 
 

 

 

 

 

Remember the past and celebrate the future on Human Rights Day 

Human Rights Day (21 March) was officially declared as a public holiday in 1994, following the inauguration of former 
president Nelson Mandela. This national day-off is both a stark reminder of the tragic Sharpeville massacre and a 
celebration of South Africa’s unique constitution, which gives equal rights to all. 

Dress Code for the swimming gala: 
 

 Learners may come to school on the 20th March wearing their red school tracksuits. (Only the school tracksuit will 
be permitted) and school golf shirt or school PE shirt underneath the tracksuit. 

 Students who do not have school tracksuits must wear their school uniform [Grey long pants (boys) or skirt (girls) 
with white shirt only and shoes and socks as per usual]. Learners who wear school uniform must not wear school 
blazers and jerseys on the 20th. 

 Learners must please wear their swimming costumes underneath their tracksuits so that they can easily change. 
Learners who will be wearing tracksuits may wear flip-flops or takkies.  

 Please ensure that all uniform items are properly marked. 
 Learners must please bring a towel to school so that they can dry themselves after swimming. 
  Plastic bag to put wet costume and towel in after swimming. 
  Learners may wear a red peak cap for protection against the sun. No floppy sun hats please. No sunglasses please. 
  Sunscreen for protection against the sun is also advisable. 
 Learners who have the school red sports bag do not have to bring their school bags to school also on Wednesday. 

They can carry all items needed for the school day in the sports bag. 
 No cell phones will be permitted as they will only get wet or lost. 
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The Sharpeville Massacre 
On Monday, 21 March in 1960 police opened fire, without order, on a crowd that had gathered at the Sharpeville 
station to protest pass laws, stipulations that required Africans to carry books and produce them for law enforcement 
officials on request; 69 unarmed people were killed and another 180 were injured.  

While little is known about what really sparked this tragic event, Joe Tlholoe, one of the nation's most acclaimed 
journalists who was a high school pupil at the time, recalled that the Pan Africanist Congress – under the leadership of 
Robert Sobukwe – appealed to all African men to take a stand against such a humiliating law, leave their pass books 
(also known as the dompas) at home, go to their nearest police station and demand to be incarcerated for not carrying 
the demeaning document. The police then, upon seeing the masses of people marching, opened fire on the crowd in a 
state of fear. 

Today, the South African constitution protects individual rights, like the right to move freely without a pass book, with 
its inclusion of the Bill of Rights (only a supermajority of Parliament can influence any changes to the bill), and citizens 
are entitled to basic human dignity and more in the country’s current democracy. 

School Holiday: 
Friday 22 March is a school holiday. There will therefore be no school on Friday the 22nd. School will be 
closed on Friday the 22nd. 
 
School will be reopening on Monday the 25th of March at 07:50. 
 
Grade 12 Attending Production at St Benedicts: 
A letter was sent out to all grade 12 Afrikaans students notifying them and their parents of the drama 
production scheduled for the 13th June at St Benedicts. This is a very important excursion as the students 
will have the opportunity to see a drama production based on their set work for the year and the poems 
that they need to know for the exams. 
 
Although this outing has been scheduled just before the exams it is imperative that all students shall 
attend as it has proven to be a most valuable tool in preparation for the examination as it clarifies and 
explains important events in the set work. 
 
St Benedicts is making a special concession in accommodating us as the professional drama company that 
stages this production requires a minimum of 200 students before staging a production. We have ± 20 
students in the Afrikaans class and therefore we need to comply with the date and time set by St 
Benedicts. 
 
Please be reminded that the full amount of R90 that covers the cost to see the production and the 
transport to and from St Benedicts College is payable on or before the 1st of April. 
 
Thought for the Week: 
If we give the very best all the time, we can make our lives into something special. And that will overflow 
in the lives of others. 
 
Please kindly complete the reply slip and send it back to school on/ before Wednesday 13th March 2013. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
MR W.J. DE BEER 
Principal – College 
 
 
Reply Slip: 
 
I/ We ________________________________________ parent/s of ______________________________ 
In grade 8/ 9/10/11/12 acknowledge receipt of Newsletter no 9 of 2013 dated 12 March 2013. 
 
_________________________________ 
Parent’s Signature: 
 

REMINDER: Parents Evening 
and Book Sale. 
When: 11 April. 
Time: 17:30-19:30. 
Who: All College Parents and 
Learners 

Kind Request for the 
donation of Easter 
Eggs for The We Care 
Foundation 


