
Executive Directors: BA Harris (CEO); WM Harris; C Cumberland; J Oosterlaak 
 

Company Registration No: 2005/040245/08    NPO Registration: 138-135 NPO 

 

23 November 2020 

 

NEWSLETTER NO 15 OF 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Learners, 

 

This will be the last newsletter for 2020.  This year will certainly go down in History as one of 

the most challenging ones faced by humanity in recent history.  While the glimmer of hope 

shines as news of a vaccine to fight COVID-19 comes through, we still cannot sit back and 

think it is all over.  Lots of work remains to rebuild the economy as well as to catch up on lost 

time in the classroom. 

 

We remain thankful and must thank our parents, learners and teachers for their cooperation 

in fighting the pandemic.  Rand has managed to come through from schools reopening to 

the current date without a single case of COVID originating from our school.  This is an 

accolade to the protocols and the hard work that has gone into keeping the learners, their 

parents and the staff safe from this virus. 

 

This newsletter contains important information concerning the remainder of the academic 

year as well as the start of 2021.  Please read through the arrangements carefully so that you 

are aware of what is to come. 

 

PROGRAMME FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM 

The Grade 8 to 11 learners will continue writing up to Friday, 27 November.  The exams for 

this section of the school will end on the 27th.   

 

In our planning, Monday 30 November was set aside for community service, Tuesday 1 

December for Prize Giving and Wednesday, 2 December was scheduled for the end of the 

term and issuing of academic reports by email. 

 

With Covid making a serious attempt to make a comeback, we have decided the following: 

 

30 November:  This will remain a community service day, however, we would like children to 

remain at home and to look at packaging sweet packs for the homeless children.  For every 

completed pack, the child will receive a 15 minute credit for community hours.  These packs 

are to be delivered to the school at the start of the new academic year. 

 

1 December:  We have scheduled prize giving for this day, however, the long term forecast 

shows a probability of between 50% and 70% for rain for the whole of next week.  

Considering that we will have to do the Prize Giving outdoors and the problem we will 

 RAND PREPARATORY AND COLLEGE NPC 
  

74 Sixth Avenue PO Box 66211 
Bezuidenhout Valley Broadway 

2094 2020 
Telephone: (011) 618-3331/2 Fax: (011) 624-2420 

Web Site: www.randschools.co.za e-mail: info@randschools.co.za 



Executive Directors: BA Harris (CEO); WM Harris; C Cumberland; J Oosterlaak 
 

Company Registration No: 2005/040245/08    NPO Registration: 138-135 NPO 

experience if the forecast is correct, we have decided to delay the prize giving to January 

2021.  A date will be communicated to you at the start of the new academic year. 

 

2 December:  The only activity planned was for the sale of Textbooks from one grade to the 

next.  As the children are attending on staggered days, this is not viable as the Grade 11’s 

need to sell to the Grade 10’s and on that day, the Grade 10’s will be at school but not the 

Grade 11’s. 

 

Taking the above into consideration, we have decided that children should remain at 

home for the three days, 30 November, 1 and 2 December. 

 

 

GRADE 12 FINAL EXAMS 

I am pleased to be able to report that the final exams for the Grade 12’s has gone very 

smoothly so far.  I want to thank the learners for making sure that they have arrived 

timeously for these exams and generally have co-operated very well with the rules and 

regulations that govern the exams.  The last three papers will be written this week, ending on 

Wednesday. 

 

The IEB has announced that the results for the NSC Exams will be made on the 19th 

February 2021.  The children will be able to collect their statement of results from the 

school.  We will send out SMS reminders to all current Grade 12’s of the exact time they can 

come through for their results. 

 

PROMOTION FOR LEARNERS IN GRADES 8 TO 11 FOR 2020 

The National Department of Education has advised us on the promotion requirements for 

learners from their current grade to the next.  These measures will be implemented, but in 

brief, the instruction is to weigh the classwork mark at a ratio of 60% while the exams will 

carry a weight of 40%.  In Grades 10 and 11, this is usually 25% for classwork and 75% for 

exams.  Each child’s unique situation will be looked at carefully by the School’s Assessment 

team. 

 

ACADEMIC REPORTS 

The Academic reports for all children in Grades 8 to 11 will be emailed to parents on the 2nd 

December.  School will close for the December holidays on the 2nd December. 

 

TEXTBOOKS 

Children often sell their second hand textbooks to the children in the Grade below them.  

These sales are concluded by private discussion between learners themselves.  Your child can 

speak to a child in the Grade below to start discussing the sale of their textbooks.  Children 

currently in Grade 8 can come to school on the 12th January 2021 to sell their textbooks to 

the new Grade 8’s that will be coming to our school in 2021. 

 

Parents wanting to buy new textbooks, can source these from the following outlets: 

 

1. PNA Stores – Most of our textbooks can be obtained from PNA outlets. 

 

2. www.takealot.com and www.loot.co.za – These two websites offer very good pricing 

on the textbooks you will need and they will deliver the books directly to you. 

http://www.takealot.com/
http://www.loot.co.za/
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3.  Amanda Johnson and Co 

Address:   2A Chapman Rd, Klippoortjie, Germiston 

Email Address:  info@amandajohnson.co.za 

Telephone:  011 827 1245 / 0791385232 

 

4. Book Bound Randburg 

High School Shopping Centre, Malibongwe Dr, Fontainebleau, Randburg, 2194 

(Opposite Randburg High School) 

 

2021 ACADEMIC YEAR 

I have managed to work out a timetable that will see ALL learners attending school every day 

next year.  This timetable will ensure that class sizes are no more than 12 learners in a 

classroom.  Where class sizes are a little larger, we have scheduled those lessons to take place 

in the hall, so that we can ensure social distancing continues. 

 

The Next Academic Year will commence on Wednesday, 13 January 2021. 

 

The Grade 8’s will attend our induction programme on Tuesday, 12 January 2021.  This 

programme will allow them to meet each other and make friends, meet the Prefects as well 

as meet their teachers. 

 

IN CONCLUSION 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the parents who have worked so 

closely with the school to ensure that our children have remained safe from COVID as well as 

completed their online lessons while we were under lockdown.  We know that you had many 

headaches explaining work to your children and we truly appreciate your support during that 

difficult time. 

 

A thanks to the learners for always giving of their best and learning the lessons we offered to 

them so well.  We are really blessed with some of the nicest children you will ever find. 

 

I would like to extend a huge “THANK-YOU” to the staff who have taken up the challenges 

of COVID, online teaching and making sure that our children got back on track when 

schooling reopened. 

 

We must not forget to express our thanks to the Administrative and Ground Staff members 

who also worked tirelessly to ensure that classrooms were disinfected, often placing 

themselves directly at risk so that our children and teachers would remain safe. 

 

All that remains for me to do, is to wish you and your family a safe and relaxing holiday over 

the December period.  To our families that celebrate Christmas, a Merry Christmas to you all 

and I pray and hope that 2021 will be a much better year for all of us. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Harris 

Executive Headmaster 


